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Name of site: Downtown Detroit1

City: Detroit County: Wayne
State: Michigan
U.S. Congressional Distr ict and Representative: 13th Michigan, Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick

Detroit is one of the oldest major cities in the United States. Wyandot, Potawatomie and other
Native tribes lived here for centuries in a vill age called Oppenago, or “where the waters narrow.”
Wyandot brought Antoine de la Monthe Cadill ac here in 1701 to establish a French fort that
would protect trading routes.  Over the centuries it has been a French outpost, a British colony,
major point on the Underground Rail road and one of America’s great cities.

There are 206 sites in downtown Detroit li sted on the National Register of Historic Places. There
are also dozens more that are not listed, but clearly eligible for inclusion such as the original
Motown Records recording studios as well as sites associated with the Underground Rail road
and the birth of the automotive industry.

All of these locations face one imminent threat or another.  Neglect or the natural elements
threaten some.  Others are threatened by vandalism and looting.  Still others face outright
demoliti on by their owners.

The ultimate source of these threats is, in our opinion, a series of institutional mindsets within
Detroit’s politi cal and financial hierarchy.  They alternate between allowing historical sites to sit
idle for decades with no attempt at marketing or mothballi ng them and, later on, insist that these
sites be demolished immediately.

This mindset is intensified by a mandate from Detroit’s mayor to demolish more than 100 of
these buildings in preparation for Super Bowl XL, which will be played at Ford Field in Detroit.
“We continue to look for ways to accelerate our progress in demoliti on,” said Mayor Kwame M.
Kilpatrick in a recent State of the City address.  Unfortunately, this mandate even extends to
historic buildings where there are developers willi ng to renovate and restore these historic
resources.

Therefore, rather than nominate one site, the Friends of the Book-Cadill ac Hotel and its partner
organizations wish to nominate all of downtown Detroit to the 2005 List of 11 Most Endangered
Historical Sites.  In order to ill ustrate the various threats faced in downtown Detroit, the FoBC
wishes to highlight twelve locations to exempli fy the area.

                                                          
1 For purposes of this nomination, downtown is defined as that portion of Detroit enclosed by the circuitous
Grand Boulevard and the Detroit River.  This, of course, includes several neighborhoods and districts.  The
FoBC, however, has taken the liberty of expanding this area slightly to include Fort Wayne since it is home to
the only known Native American pre-historical site in the area.



The twelve historical sites the FoBC has selected are:

·  Belle Isle.
·  Broadhead Naval Armory
·  Capitol Park Historic District.
·  Fort Wayne.
·  Globe Trading Company Building/Dry Docks Engine Works.
·  Lee Plaza Hotel.
·  Madison-Lennox Hotel.
·  Morros House.
·  Park Avenue Historic District.
·  Statler Hilton Hotel.
·  Tiger Stadium.
·  United Artists Theater.

Each site is exhibited on a map (next page) and described in detail i n the appendix.

Dates of construction: Of the twelve sites in our example, the dates for construction range from
circa 1000 AD for the Native American construction at Fort Wayne to the United Artist Theater,
which was built i n 1928.  Each site has its construction dates and architect, if known, included in
the appendix.

Type of structure/site: The twelve sites exempli fied include two military installations, a Native
American construction, a residential home, commercial buildings, an industrial site, a park, a
movie theater and an athletic stadium.  The FoBC specifically chose a wide range of sites
because we feel a community is composed of a wide range of properties and purposes.

National, state and local designations: Eight of the twelve sites are listed on the National
Register for Historic Places.  Three of the four remaining sites are in federally designated
historical districts.

Who is responsible for sustaining these sites financially?  Who has legal control over these
sites?  The City of Detroit owns eight of the twelve sites and is financially responsible for them.
The federal government owns the Broadhead Naval Armory.  The remainder are owned and
controlled by private investors.

Have you previously nominated this site to the National Trust’ s li st of America’s 11 Most
Endangered Historic Places?  Two of the twelve sites, the Madison-Lennox Hotel and Tiger
Stadium, were listed before.  None of the other sites have been nominated.



Map by Rebecca Logan-West

# Location
1 Belle Isle
2 Broadhead Naval Armory
3 Capitol Park Historic District
4 Fort Wayne
5 Globe Trading Company Building
6 Lee Plaza Hotel
7 Madison-Lenox Hotel
8 Morros House
9 Park Avenue Historic District
10 Statler Hilton Hotel
11 Tiger Stadium
12 United Artists Theater



In its earliest days, Detroit was significant as a vill age for the Wyandot and Potawatomie tribes.
It was their home and the surrounding areas were their hunting grounds.

With arrival of European settlers in 1701, Detroit took on significance as a location to defend
fur-trading routes.  The fact that it is situated at the narrowest point in the Detroit River and on
relatively high embankment gave the French settlers a strategic advantage.

When Detroit, and the Michigan territory, became a part of the United States in the 19th century –
Detroit took on a new significance.  After the British invasion in 1812, the United States feared
another attack from the British territory of Canada.  Since only a relatively narrow river separates
Detroit and Canada, many feared that Detroit would be the first point this invasion.  As a result, a
series of forts were built to protect the United States.

Later in the 19th century, as the United States continued to grapple with slavery, Detroit again
assumed cultural and historical significance as a prime destination for the Underground Rail road.
Again, this was influenced by its close proximity to Canada and freedom for runaway slaves.2

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Detroit put the world on wheels as Henry Ford and
autoworkers from Detroit began mass-production of affordable automobiles.  The advent of these
automobiles is a cultural and industrial milestone, the effects of which are still felt throughout the
nation.

Throughout the 20th century, Detroit also assumed tremendous cultural significance as it
produced a multitude of musical acts, with a profound impact on America.  This began in the
jazz and big band era of the 1920s and 30s.  By the 1940s and 50s, Detroit was producing a new
sound from Motown Recording artists such as Aretha Franklin and Stevie Wonder.  In the 1960s
and 70s, Detroit produced rock legends such as Ted Nugent, the MC5, Iggy Pop and others.
Electronic music was born in Detroit in the 1980s.  By the 1990s, Detroit saw its native sons as
some of the Founding Fathers of Hip-Hop in the form of Kid Rock and Eminem while traditional
rock artists, such as the White Stripes, gained an international following.

                                                          
2 This role in the Underground Railroad is only one of the reasons why Detroit is home to the largest museum
of African-American history in the nation.



1. Inadequate Planning
2. Demoliti on
3. Inadequate Maintenance
4. Vandalism/Looting
5. Population/development pressure/sprawl

Pattern of destruction is evident.

Most of the sites on the example list are currently exposed to both vandalism as well as threats
from natural elements.  While the City has been able to preserve and redevelop some historical
sties, a pattern of demoliti on by neglect is evident throughout the area.

The FoBC, and its partnering organizations, have continuously urged the City and private
developers to redevelop as many properties as possible and to mothball the remainder.
Unfortunately, the City has chosen to proceed with demoliti on of certain historical sites even
when a developer was willi ng to restore the property.

Some of the sites have such a plan.  The majority, however, do not. The FoBC is working with
other preservation groups and civic organizations to prepare a plan for the remaining sites.  A
detailed copy of the plan will be forwarded to the National Trust upon completion.

Some of the elements to this include a more aggressive efforts to market as many sites as
possible.  The balance will be mothballed.  The most dramatic change that the FoBC, and its
partner organizations, propose is a more systematic and transparent approach to managing
historic resources.



The primary outcome the FoBC and its partner organizations seek from inclusion is a change in
public perception about historic preservation and restoration.  The FoBC and its partner
organizations see it as a tool for economic development in the region, whereas many others see it
as an obstacle.

To that end, the FoBC and its partner organizations intend to produce a forum for real estate
developers this spring that will focus on the economic benefits of historic restoration.  Financial
sponsors are being recruited and at least one has committed.
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Belle Isle
Island in the Detroit River, a short distance upstream from

the center of Detroit.

Photo by Laurie Boore.

Locally Designated Historical Site: No.
State Designated Historical Site: Yes – September 10, 1979
National Register of Historic Places: Yes – February 25, 1974

Belle Isle is an island park that opened in 1884. The park's structures range from a glass-domed
Horticultural Conservatory complex to simple open rain shelters. The majority of the buildings
were constructed between 1890 and 1915. The real historic value of this park is in its collective
entirety. There are a number of inland lakes and lagoons, a canal system, and wooded areas.

It passed from public domain into private hands in 1769, but shortly thereafter returned to public
land. Around 1817, the public began to return to the island, using it for picnics, duels, and in
times of emergency as a quarantine area. The island was sold to the City of Detroit in 1879.  In
1883, Frederick Law Olmstead, designer of Central Park in New York City, was hired to assist in
planning Belle Isle.

The park is also home to the 101-year old Belle Isle Aquarium, the nation's oldest public
aquarium.  Regrettably, the Detroit Zoological Institute has decided to close the Belle Isle
Aquarium as part of a budget-cutting move.  It's not clear what, if anything, will be done with
the site.

Additional Information

ªBelle Isle Aquarium Closing After 101 years,º Detroit Free Press.  January 14, 2005.
http://www.freep.com/news/statewire/sw110100_20050114.htm

Detroit Historic District Commission. http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/historic/dist_map2.htm
Friends of Belle Isle. http://www.fobi.org/
Friends of Belle Isle Aquarium. http://www.belleisleaquarium.com/



R. Thornton Brodhead Naval Armory
7600 E. Jefferson

Locally designated: No.
State designated: Yes, October 2, 1980
National Register: Yes, July 1, 1994

The Brodhead Armory was designed in 1930 by the firm of Stratton & Hyde, and Willi am B.
Stratton was the principal designer. The structure is a testament to the modernistic style of the
1930s. It is important to note that Willi am Stratton was the husband of Mary Chase Stratton,
founder of Pewabic Pottery. Pewabic Pottery executed three plaques for the exterior of the
Brodhead Armory. It has served the Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard  as well  as
their reserve and  militia components.

The militias were part of the state’s military force s, reporting  to the governor as
commander in chief. Detroit’s early naval reserves were generally well off ,
having been  comprised of the sons of Detroit’s most prominent families. Known
jokingly as the  champagne reserves and millionaire navy , among the crew  were
many future famous  Navy and Marine men. Coxswain Richard Thornton
Brodhead would become the most  prominent figure in the development of the
Michigan Naval Militia. It  would be used for a variety of purposes, from galas,
training  soldiers, political rallies and sporting events.
One of the sporting events that were held at the Brodhead  Naval Armory was
the very first fight of a promising young boxer named Joe Louis.

It was also at the Brodhead Naval Armory that Franklin D. Roosevelt addressed Detroiters
during his first run for the White House.

Today the building is used for  the reservists of the 1 st Battalion, 24 th Marine
Regiment.   However, the Marines are scheduled to move  out of the complex in
2005.  There are currently no plans for its reuse.

Additional Information

Binno, Rebecca ªThe Brodhead Armory: Past, Present & Future,º The Modern Fall .  Vol. 11,
No. 1.  1997. http://www.daads.org/modern/1101/brodhead.htm

Singer, Christopher M.  ªDetroit's Armory Embraces History: Murals, Oak Carvings and Frescos
Line Inside of Milit ary Building,º Detroit News.  August 15, 2001.
http://www.detnews.com/2001/detroit/0108/16/s12-268564.htm

Detroit Historic District Commission. http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/historic/dist_map2.htm



Capitol Park Historic District
Clifford Street, Woodward Avenue, Michigan

Avenue and Washington Boulevard.

Locally Designated: No
State Designated: No
Federally Designated: Yes ± March 18, 1999
National Register: Yes ± March 18, 1999

Early governmental, educational and commercial activity in the city of Detroit was centered in
Capitol Park and its surrounding area. The first state capitol, first city high school, and a
monument recognizing Michigan's first Governor, Stevens T. Mason's final resting place have
prominently occupied the park. The Capitol Park Historic District represents Detroit's significant
growing years throughout the nineteenth century. Designed by some of Detroit's most notable
architects, most of the contributing buildings defining Capitol Park were built i n the ensuing
three decades, and ill uminate the transformation of Detroit from a prospering late-nineteenth
century commercial center to a modern age city building cathedrals of commerce.

After the fire of 1805, Judge Woodward was the central figure involved in reestablishing the
town. Influenced by Major Pierre L'Enfant's plans for Washington, DC, Judge Woodward
envisioned a modern series of hexagons with major diagonal avenues centered on circular parks,
or circuses, in the center of the hexagons. Only a fragment of the Woodward Plan was executed,
but it resulted in the triangular public spaces of Capitol Park, Harmonie Park and Library Park.
By 1823, Detroit's population increase influenced the decision by Congress to transfer the
government of the Territory to the governor and legislative council .

Thus, a court house building was created in Capitol Park between 1823-28. Detroit became the
Capitol of Michigan after statehood was attained in 1837, and the building became the state
capitol until 1847 when the seat of government was moved to Lansing. Next, the building
became Capitol Union High School, until it was destroyed by fire in 1893. The land was
converted into a park on February 20, 1893. In 1955 Capitol Park was redesigned with a comfort
station and four bus loading shelters erected. The buildings that surround the park have historical
commercial and business ties to Detroit as an industrial giant.

Unfortunately, many of those buildings surrounding Capitol Park are vacant.  Neither the City
nor others are making significant effort to market or mothball these historic gems.

Additional Information

Detroit Historic District Commission. http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/historic/dist_map2.htm



 Fort Wayne
6325 W. Jefferson Avenue

Photo by Jon C. Domke
Locally Designated Site: No
State Designated Site: Yes ± February 19, 1958
National Register: Yes ± May 6, 1971

Fort Wayne was built between 1844-47 by the United States Army to guard against a British
invasion from Canada. This was the third bastion to protect the river approach to the city,
succeeding ones built i n 1701 and 1760, was named for General ªMadº Anthony Wayne who
accepted the surrender of Detroit from the British in 1796.

The fort was designed by Lieutenant Montgomery C. Meigs and has seen service in different
capacities.  It was a mobili zation center for Union troops during the civil war. Regiments from
Fort Wayne served in Indian conflicts, the Spanish-American War, the Phili ppine Insurrection
and WWI. An active post in the 1920s, it housed a Civili an Conservation Corps during the
Depression. Fort Wayne was a wartime supply depot in WWII as well as an induction center
during the Korean and Vietnam conflicts.

Still standing are the old star-shaped fort from the 1840s, the 1848 limestone barracks, the
commanding officer's house, a Spanish-American War guardhouse, parade grounds as well as
several officers houses and support buildings built between the 1880s and 1940s.

There is also an earthen mound on the grounds of Fort Wayne, which Native Americans
constructed nearly 1,000 years ago.  This, of course, is one of the oldest man-made objects in the
region and one of the few remaining pre-historic Native American artifacts in the area.



Fort Wayne is off icially a military museum, which is operated under the auspices of the Detroit
Historical Commission.  However, due to funding constraints, it has been closed to the general
public since 1991.  The walls of this military installation do protect it from vandalism.  However,
the fort remains under threat from natural elements that cause it to decay.  A significant amount
of restoration work is needed to bring this historical asset back to its full potential.

Additional Information

Kurth, Joel.  ªHistoric Gem Fort Wayne Falls to Neglectº, Detroit News.  August 4, 2004.
http://www.detnews.com/2004/metro/0408/04/a01-232369.htm

Shine, Dan.  ªHistoric Fort Wayne: A Plan for Actionº, Detroit Free Press.  April 13, 2001.
http://www.freep.com/news/locway/fort13_20010413.htm

Detroit Historical Commission.  http://www.detroithistorical.org/aboutus/fortwayne.asp
Detroit Historic District Commission. http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/historic/dist_map2.htm
Save Fort Wayne.  http://www.savefortwayne.org/



Globe Trading Company Building
Orleans Street between Franklin and Atwater

Locally Designated Site: No
State Designated Site: No
National Register: No

The Berlin Iron Bridge Company built what is now known as the Globe Trading Company
Building between 1892-1919. The site first housed the Dry Dock Engine Works (later known as
the Detroit Shipbuilding Company).  This company was one of the premier ship builders in the
Great Lakes region, making freighters and passenger vessels. This building is actually six
interconnected buildings, which replaced the original set of buildings built by Dry Dock Engine
Works circa 1860.

One of the early employees at Dry Dock Engine Works was a young apprentice by the name of
Henry Ford.  Mr. Ford saw his first internal combustion engine while working at this site in the
autumn of 1880.  He learned much about mechanized production here.  According to some
reports, he even built his first automobile engine on the property.

This site is also the subject of a forthcoming report from the National Park Service, Automotive
National Heritage Area.  According to said report, the machine shop added in 1892 was the first
in Detroit to be supported entirely by a steel structure.

The building is currently vacant, with littl e being done to either mothball or market it.  It faces
threats from both natural elements as well as looting by vandals.  There are also signs of f ire and
smoke damage to the inside from homeless individuals who have taken shelter inside and set
fires for warmth.

Additional Information

Dixon, Jennifer.  ªDetroit Riverfront Development: Progress Threatens the Future of Historic
Buildingº, Detroit Free Press.  November 12, 2002.
http://www.freep.com/news/locway/river12_20021112.htm

Klug, Thomas.  Dry Dock Engine Works.  Washington: National Automotive Heritage Area,
forthcoming.

Newman, Paul.  The Ford Century: Ford Motor Company and the Innovations that Shaped the
World. New York: Artisan Publishing, 2004.

Pasfield, Gina.  ªWhat a Steelº, Metro Times.  May 12, 2004.
http://www.metrotimes.com/editorial/story.asp?id=6223



Lee Plaza Hotel
2240 West Grand Blvd.

Photo by Aram Sarkisian
Locally designated: No
State designated: No
National Register: Yes ± November 5, 1981

The Lee Plaza is 15-story steel and reinforced concrete structure built i n 1928 with
Mediterranean and Art Deco features. It has an orange glazed brick veneer and a steeply pitched
green copper roof. The building has an ªIº footprint and originally contained a lobby, dining
rooms, lounges, ball room and 220 luxury class apartments and rooms.

Architect Charles Noble was given a budget of $1.1 milli on to design the building for Ralph T.
Lee, a self-made real-estate entrepreneur and one of Detroit's most proli fic real estate operators
in the 1910's and 1920's. Corrado Parducci designed the interior decoration of the public spaces,
which accounted for a large portion of the original budget. Rich marbles, polychromed
plasterwork, and ornamental ceili ngs could be found in the lobby, lounges, dining rooms and
ball room.

The concept of a residential hotel was popular in the 1920's and in demand among single men
and women who appreciated the amenities and services provided. The Lee Plaza was one of
several apartment hotels in Detroit at that time that provided the services of a luxury hotel as
well as long-term residential features of an apartment building. Units ranged in size from one to
four rooms. One and two-room apartments offered furnishings such as, linens, silver and
furniture. The three and four-room apartments could be furnished or unfurnished.

However, just as the tastes of early 20th century created a demand for residential hotels li ke the
Lee Plaza, a change in consumer demand destroyed it.  The Lee Plaza eventually went bankrupt
and ownership of it reverted to the City of Detroit for its unpaid property taxes.

The City bricked over each of the entrances to the Lee Plaza.  However, that was not enough to
keep out looters.  In the fall of 2000, several exterior terra cotta pieces were stolen from the
building, as were pieces of interior plaster.  Six terra cotta lion heads that were stolen from the
Lee Plaza eventually turned up on a condominium in Chicago.



Since then, every window in the former hotel has been removed and no effort has been made to
seal the property.  The result, of which, is that the building is now very easy for vandals to gain
access to.

Additional Information

Kohrman, David.  ªLee Plaza Hotelº, Forgotten Detroit.
http://www.forgottendetroit.com/leeplaza/
Detroit Historic District Commission. http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/historic/dist_map2.htm



Madison-Lennox Hotel
246 Madison

Locally designated: As part of the Madison-Harmonie Historic District ± May 17, 1988
State designated: No
National Register: No

One of Detroit's most significant examples of turn-of-the-century downtown residential
architecture may have a date with the wrecking ball . Built i n 1901, the Madison-Lenox was a
fashionable residential hotel until suburbanization and inner city decline forced it to close.
Today, more than a decade of abandonment has left the once-elegant building ravaged by
vandalism and deterioration. However, its stately design remains impressive, and its location at a
criti cal point between two historic neighborhoods that are experiencing revitalization means that
a restored Madison-Lenox could play an important role in the area's burgeoning renaissance.

The Madison-Lennox was named one of the 11 Most Endangered Historic Places for 2004 by the
National Trust for Historic Preservation.  Since then, two applications have been made by its
owners to demolish the hotel ± in spite of the approximately 40 purchase offers they have
received.  The Detroit Historic District Commission lists the property as one that is being
demolished by neglect.

On August 2, 2004, Amru Meah, Director of Buildings & Safety Engineering for the City of
Detroit, certified to the City Council that the Madison-Lennox was ªseverely dilapidated with
extensive structural damage to point of near collapse.º  The Friends of the Book-Cadill ac Hotel
requested copies of any engineering reports or other records that Mr. Meah may have used to
reach his conclusion, in accordance with the Michigan Freedom of Information Act.

The 83 pages of records turned over by the City in response showed that the most recent
inspection of this property was on February 13, 1995 ± roughly 9 ½ years prior to Mr. Meah's
assessment. Furthermore, said inspection did not show that the building was in danger of
collapse; only that it was vacant and open to trespass.

The Friends of the Book-Cadill ac Hotel expressed their concern about Mr. Meah's August 2nd

report to the City Council i n a letter.  He was asked to explain this apparent discrepancy.  Mr.
Meah, unfortunately, chose not to respond.

The next action on the Madison-Lennox will happen on February 9th when the Detroit Historic
District Council will consider another application to demolish the Madison-Lennox.

Additional Information

King, R.J.  ªDetroit Panel Delays Hotel Demoliti onº, Detroit News.  January 13, 2005.
http://www.detnews.com/2005/business/0501/13/B03-58617.htm

Detroit Historic District Commission. http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/historic/dist_map2.htm



Moross House
1460 E. Jefferson

Locally designated: No.
State designated: No.
National Register: Yes, January 13, 1972

The Christopher and Emily Cicotte Moross House, a two-story, rectangular, side-hall brick house
standing on a river limestone foundation, is the oldest extant brick residence in the city of
Detroit. The three-bay entrance facade features many Federal elements including a denticulated
cornice, stone sill s and lintels on the windows, and a doorway with side and transom lights. The
building stands on parts of the original Gouin and Riopelle ribbon farms, owned by the first
French settlers in the area.

Moross House is one of two originally located on the site, built by local brickmaker Christopher
Moross, approximately 1843 to 1848. The house underwent several changes of ownership until
the Detroit Historical Commission in the 1920s purchased it. A complete restoration was
undertaken from 1971 to 1973.

Now, however, it sits vacant with no clear idea of what the future holds in store for it.

Additional Information

ªA Detroit Charmer Goes on the Marketº, Detroit Free Press.  December 17, 2003.
http://www.freep.com/news/locway/ngard17_20031217.htm



Park Avenue Historic District
Park Avenue between Elizabeth and the Fisher Freeway.

Photo by Sean Doerr
Locally Designated: No
State Designated: No
National Register: Yes ± May 13, 1997

The Park Avenue Historic Districts reflects Detroit's boom years of the 1920s and aspirations of
its business people to establish Detroit's vision of New York's Park or Fifth Avenues. Park
Avenue was significant for two reasons beyond its economic boom; one is architecture and
design, the other is women's history.

When the 1920s automobile boom hit, Grand Circus Park was already a crowded prestigious
address, and development began to spill up Park Avenue. Soon there were apartment buildings,
hotels, and off ice buildings. In 1922, Detroit's world-class architect, Albert Kahn, designed the
Park Avenue Building for the site right across from the Kresge Building. This gave Park Avenue
two Kahn buildings as its gateway to Grand Circus Park, and a highly distinguished architectural
character. Other prominent architects and artisans also contributed to this area. The Women's
City Club and the Colony Club had an important connection to a criti cal social movement of the
period, women's suffrage.

These buildings provided a center for social and work activities outside of the home.  By World
War II, when Detroit's status as the Arsenal of Democracy caused the city's economy to
rebound, Park Avenue had resurgence after the lulls of the depression. It was the street of action
in the city, with a colorful mix of social groups. There were elegant restaurants, belly dancing,
and a gathering spot for union members.



After the 1967 riot, Park Avenue fell i nto a decline. In the 1970s owners organized a
revitalization plan for an entertainment and pedestrian oriented area, but investor interest was
transferred to the construction of the Renaissance Center along the waterfront.

Since then, many of the district's architectural gems, such as the Willi am S. Joy designed
Charlevoix Building, have sat idle.  They are exposed to both the elements and vandals, which
gradually eat away at these historical landmarks.

Additional Information

Doerr, Sean.  ªCharlevoix Buildingº http://www.snweb.org/charlevoix.php
Detroit Historic District Commission. http://www.ci.detroit.mi.us/historic/dist_map2.htm



Statler Hilton Hotel
1539 Washington Blvd.

Photo by Aram Sarkisian

Locally Designated: Yes, as part of the Grand Circus Park Historic District
State Designated: Yes, as part of the Grand Circus Park Historic District
National Register: Yes, as part of the Grand Circus Park Historic District

The former Statler Hotel was built i n 1914 and opened on Feb. 6, 1915. The building is fifteen
stories tall with a basement and originally had 800 guestrooms.  Each guestroom had a private
bath, which was revolutionary for the time; thus creating a new standard of excellence in the
hotel industry.

George B. Post was the prominent New York architect who designed the hotel for E.M. Statler. It
was designed using subtle Italian and Adamesque architectural detaili ng. It later had a 200 room
wing built on to create a total of 1,000 rooms.

In 1958, it became known as the Statler Hilton after the Hilton family bought out the Statler
chain. The hotel was later renamed the Detroit Heritage Hotel and it closed its doors in 1975.
Soon after that, ownership of the building transferred to the City of Detroit in a property tax
foreclosure.

The Statler is currently slated for demoliti on.  However, the Friends of the Book-Cadill ac Hotel
added it to this li st of examples because their experience with this property exempli fies much of
what is wrong with the way historic assets are managed in downtown Detroit.

The Statler has stood vacant for almost 30 years.  For most of that time, littl e was done to either
mothball or market the building.  It was simply allowed to deteriorate, exposed to both natural
elements as well as vandals.

The City began marketing privately the property in 2002 through the Detroit Economic Growth
Corporation.  Neither the City of Detroit nor the DEGC issued a request for proposals during this
time period nor did they reach out to any of the local developers who had redeveloped historic
structures in other parts of Detroit.  When that failed to produce an acceptable offer, the City
began the process to demolish the structure in May 2004.



The Friends of the Book-Cadill ac Hotel filed a lawsuit in Michigan's Third Circuit Court to
block demoliti on, citing six violations of state and federal law that were committed by the City
during the process.3  The FoBC also began negotiating with prospective developers to submit a
proposal for redeveloping the site.  The court granted a temporary restraining order and, shortly
thereafter, the FoBC and the City reached an out of court settlement.

The only condition that the FoBC put for withdrawing its lawsuit was that the City had to meet
with a team of developers and negotiate in good faith with them.

Unfortunately, once the lawsuit was settled and a meeting took place between developers and the
City, representatives of the City cut said meeting short by saying they didn't think financing
could be found.  They also argued that, since they met with developers they had fulfill ed the
requirements of the settlement order.  Demoliti on resumed a few days later.

Moreover, the FoBC has since learned that prior to this meeting, George Jackson, Director of
Planning & Development for the City of Detroit, said in a published interview, ªStatler Hilton
demoliti on should start early in 2005, once the court challenge by preservationists is handled.º
Since this happened prior to the court mandated meeting with developers, the FoBC believes this
further evidences the City's lack of good faith in negotiations.

The FoBC continues to examine its legal options as they relate to this case.

Additional Information

Gallagher, John.  ªLast-ditch Effort to Save Statler Faltersº, Detroit Free Press.  December 24,
2004. http://www.freep.com/realestate/renews/statler24e_20041224.htm

Kohrman, David.  Detroit’s Statler and Book-Cadill ac Hotels: The Anchors of Washinton
Boulevard.  New York: Arcadia Press.  2002.

Kohrman, David.  ªThe Statler Hotelº, Forgotten Detroit.
http://www.forgottendetroit.com/statler/history-end.html

Potts, Laura.  ªLawsuit delays demoliti on of 1914 Hotelº, Detroit Free Press. December 6, 2004.
http://www.freep.com/news/locway/hotel6e_20041206.htm

Save the Statler. http://www.savethestatler.com/

                                                          
3 A copy of the FoBC's complaint to the 3 rd Circuit Court, which outlines these violations, can be found at
http://www.book-cadill ac.org.



Tiger Stadium
2121 Trumbull

Photo by Sean Doerr

Locally designated: No.
State designated: Yes ± September 15, 1975
National Register: Yes ± February 6, 1976

Baseball has been played on this site since before 1900 and it has been the home of the Detroit
Tigers from their start as a charter member of the American League in 1901.

Standing at the site of an early haymarket, the stadium has been enlarged and renamed several
times. Once called Bennett Park with wooden stands for 10,000, it became Navin Field in 1912
when seating was increased to 23,000 and home plate was moved from what is now right field to its
present location. Major alterations later expanded its capacity to more than 54,000 and in 1938 the
structure became Briggs Stadium. Lights were installed in 1948 and in 1961 the name was changed
to Tiger Stadium.

The site of many championship sporting events, the evolution of this stadium is a tribute to Detroit©s
support of professional athletics.

- Text as written on Michigan Historical Marker.

The final game was played at Tiger Stadium on September 27, 1999. While the City has spent a
considerable amount of resources mothballi ng the site, various plans to re-use the site have been
proposed. None, however, have been acted upon.

Additional Information

Bak, Richard.  A Place for Summer: A Narrative History of Tiger Stadium.  Detroit: Wayne State
University Press.  1998.

Betzhold, Michael and Casey, Ethan.  Queen of the Diamonds: The Tiger Stadium Story.  New
York: Northmont Publishing.  1997.

Friends of Tiger Stadium. http://www.tigerstadium.org/home.html



United Artists Theater
150 Bagley Street

Photo by Sean Doerr
Locally designated: No.
State designated: No.
National Register: No.

Designed in Spanish Gothic style by architect C. Howard Crane in 1928, primarily for films, it
was the 17th theater in the United Artists© chain. The theater also included a 13-story off ice tower.
Costing $1.2 Milli on, the 2,070 seat theater opened on February 3, 1928 with the showing of
Sadie Thompson. At the show, star Gloria Swanson addressed the audience by telephone and
opened the curtain for the first time.

The United Artists featured a grand circular lobby, complete with floor to ceili ng maidens on the
walls. The United Artists© auditorium was said to be acoustically perfect, and was decorated with
Gothic plasterwork, and interesting brass light fixtures. The Detroit United Artists was the better
of the two other UA theaters Howard Crane had previously done.

In the 1940©s the United Detroit Theater chain acquired it before being sold back to the United
Artists chain in 1950.  The United Artists at many times featured reserved seating, such as when
it showed the Detroit premiere of "Gone With the Wind" in 1930. In addition to premieres, the
United Artists was the first theater in Detroit to install Cinema-scope in 1953, and 70 mm in
1956.



By the early 1960©s, the United Artists began to have long runs of blockbuster hits, but it could
not survive doing that. The theater soon reopened showing adult films, later closing in 1971. In a
failed attempt, the theater was opened and renamed the Downtown in 1972, later closing in 1974.
The United Artists Theater was closed for good.

That did not mean the end of any activity though. In 1975, all of the theater©s furnishings,
fixtures, and artwork were auctioned off. Later the Detroit Symphony Orchestra used the United
Artists for recordings in the mid- to late-1970©s.

Since the late 1980©s brickwork has collapsed onto the street below, a chilli ng reminder of how
much disrepair the theater is in. In the 1990©s, Little Caesar's owner Mike Ilitch acquired the
United Artists. He has no plans to redevelop the property and it has sat open to vandals many
times. The interior has been stripped off , and has been open to the elements.

Additional Information

Doerr, Sean.  ªUnited Artists Theaterº.   http://www.snweb.org/ua.php




